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Method of enhancing the withstand voltage of a multilayered semiconductor d vice. 
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Abstract 



To enhance the dielectric strength of a semiconductor device which comprises a sequence of semiconductor layers (1 to 4) of 
alternating conduction types and to which a voltage is applied which biases at least one of the pn junctions (7) separating the 
layers from one another in the reverse direction, the canier lifetime is reduced only in the lateral region (LBr) of the peripheral 
termination (12) o f said p-n junction (7) by irradiation (14) v^^h electrons or protons or by introducing atoms having recombination 



properties. 
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